
  

 Welcome to the District Wide Staff Development for Secondary Language Arts . 

This morning you will attend break-out sessions presented by your peers. These sessions 
are grounded in the beliefs of Conroe ISD’s Instructional Model and remind us that to 

serve our students, we are better as one. We are better as we learn, teach, create and face 

challenges as one. We are a team of dedicated educators striving to bring our individual 

talents together as one group for the betterment of our students. We may come from 
different backgrounds, experiences, and learning, but to provide the best for ALL of our 

students, we come together… Better as 1.  

SECONDARY LANGUAGE ARTS 

AUGUST 8, 2019 

DISTRICT WIDE STAFF DEVELOPMENT  



  

Day at a Glance                   

My Planner  
 

8:00am – 8:25 am Welcome and General Session (Auditorium) 

8:30 am—9:25 am Session I 

9:30 am—10:25 am Session II 

10:30 am—11:25 am Session III 

11:30am—1:00pm Lunch (on Your Own) 

***  AP Lang & AP Lit report to Library during sessions I  and II 

*** 
All 7th and 8th grade teachers must attend one                   

Pearson myPerspectives session  

Session I 
1st Choice: 

  
Rm: 

  
Alternate Choice: 

  
Rm: 

Session II 
1st Choice: 

  
Rm: 

  
Alternate Choice: 

  
Rm: 

Session III 
1st Choice: 

  
Rm: 

  
Alternate Choice: 

  
Rm: 



 

 Session I   (8:30—9:25) 

Pearson’s myPerspectives: Online 
Training— ONE Location for all      
Resources 

This training is only for 7th & 8th grade 
teachers and is offered all three           
sessions— only one session is required. 
Learn how to utilize the online resources 
and how to navigate the teachers        
edition.   

Room:  122                                                
Melissa Flinn                                    

Adobe Spark: Your ONE Stop Shop 
for Creating Digital  Products 

 

Come learn how your students can use 
this FREE design tool to create stunning 
graphics, short videos, and web pages 
perfect for the ELA classroom. 

  

Room:  120                                                                   
Charissa Scott 

Turnitin: it’s not just for Plagiarism. 
Better as ONE when all Parts are 
Used. 

Learn about all the ways Turnitin can be 
used in the high school English          
classroom other than checking for      
plagiarism: assessment with rubrics, 
written  feedback, ETS feedback, and 
peermark.                                                        

Room:  131                                                                                                                   
Ken Cole & Lindsey Ward 

If I only knew then what I know 
now... 

This presentation will be geared towards 
new teachers. We will give tips & tricks on 
surviving those first few weeks and 
months along with resources on various 
topics they didn’t teach you in college. 

        

                                                                           
Room:  102                                                                  
Rachel Duncan, Hannah Spurlin, & 
Tessa Armstrong 

Flipgrid: A video discussion platform 
to promote a 21st century dialogic 
classroom. 

Looking for an effective tool to promote 
social learning? Let your students share 
their thinking and receive feedback from 
each other in a low-stakes manner.    
Invite creativity and authenticity in     
student thinking by allowing students to 
share in their own element. 

Room:  104                                                           
Charity Hughes 

Junior High ESOL teachers  and    
ELLA: the new English Learner     
Language Arts Course 

District expectations & implementation 
of the language arts course for          
Newcomer (beginner/intermediate)
student English learners. Guidelines to 
implement course standards as well as 
assessment  suggestions. 

                                                                                                  

Room:  105                                                        
Jen Simard, Twyla Bozeman-Dean,     
Michelle  Carmona 

Better as One—A  Team Plan for 
Writers Workshop—Position Paper 
Unit 

Learn how to create a team plan for a unit 
of study using the Workshop  model. You 
will also learn how this will benefit all 
members of the PLC, no matter your 
teaching style.                                                                           

                                                                                 

Room:  112                                                           
Wendy Bailey &  Melissa Kilway 

Better as ONE with Effective Rubrics                                                                                       

                                                                                  
How high quality rubrics can guide us to 
work together, learn through the       
process and have clear expectations for 
student outcomes. 

 

                                                                                                                                                         
Room:  113                                                        
Kiran Kaur 

Streamlining Tier II  Vocabulary        
Instruction for ALL Subjects 

Utilizing technology to take the            
monotony & frustrations out of teaching   
vocabulary while adding in some fun 
competition to truly engage students in 
the process.                                                                                             

                                                                               

Room:  114                                                                 
Joshua Culp 

Project LIT                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Improving literacy attitudes and            
outcomes by making culturally relevant 
diverse texts available to students,    
teachers, families, and the community at 
large, ONE Book and ONE Conversation at 
a time. 

                                                                                                                                
Room:  130                                                                    
Sarah Pritchett & Lyn Surgers 

Class Novels and Book Clubs:         
Creating a Classroom that is Better 
as ONE 

Learn how to use workshop to integrate 
student choice and collaboration with a 
whole class novel study                                                          

                                                                                                              

                                                                    
Room:  132                                                                   
Ashley Prchlik 

Cultivating your Classroom Culture 

                                                                               
Ensuring that all students feel              
welcomed, accepted, and engaged in 
class everyday. 

                                                                                      

                                                                                        

                                                                
Room:   134                                                                    
Ashley Porter 



 

 Session II  (9:30—10:25) 

Pearson’s myPerspectives: Online 
Training— ONE Location for all     
Resources 

This training is only for 7th & 8th grade 
teachers and is offered all three           
sessions— only one session is required. 
Learn how to utilize the online resources 
and how to navigate the teachers         
edition.                                                                                                                                         

Room:  122                                           
Melissa Flinn                                     

Adobe Spark: Your ONE Stop Shop 
for Creating Digital Products 

Come learn how your students can use 
this FREE design tool to create         
stunning graphics, short videos, and 
web pages perfect for the ELA         
classroom. 

                                                                                                                                                           

Room:  120                                                          
Charissa Scott 

Turnitin—it’s not just for plagiarism. 
Better as ONE when all Parts are 
Used 

Learn about all the ways Turnitin can be 
used in the high school English classroom 
other than for checking plagiarism:    
assessment with rubrics, written        
feedback, ETS feedback, and peermark. 

                                                                            
Room:   131                                                               
Ken Cole & Lindsey Ward 

Better Together: Using Book Clubs to 
Foster a Reading  Community 

Learn how to incorporate book clubs into 
your year to build a reading community, 
promote student agency, and enhance 
reading skills’ instruction.  

                                                                                  
Room:  102                                                                   
Alex O’Connell & Alicia Jordan 

Micro-progressions: ONE Goal, 
Three Stars! 

Learn how to establish a criteria to 
show the way toward a higher level of 
work. Teach students to grow their 
written responses past “one basic    
answer” and toward individual mastery.                            

Room:  104                                                                    
Jessica Criss 

Hallelujah for Podcasts!: How       
Malcolm Gladwell Helps Reinforce 
the Writing Process 

Learn how music  and the creative        
process reinforce the importance of the 
writing process. 

                                                           
Room:  105                                                                      
Jeff Murrin 

Flipgrid: A video discussion platform 
to promote a 21st century dialogic 
classroom. 

Looking for an effective tool to promote 
social learning? Let your students share 
their thinking and receive feedback from 
each other in a low-stakes  manner.   
Invite creativity and  authenticity in     
student thinking by  allowing students to 
share in their own element. 

Room:   112                                                                 
Charity Hughes 

Offering Choice in the High School 
Classroom 

To foster literacy, student self-selected 
texts must be an ongoing practice. 
Learn how to get your students more 
involved in the selection of the books 
they will read throughout the year. 
Ways to keep track of student novels 
and conferencing will also be shared.                                          

                                                                            
Room:  113                                                               
Naima Lawshe 

Building a Writing Community:    
Using Laps to Scaffold and Master 
Content 

Using both 180 Days by Penny Kittle & 
Kelly Gallagher, along with actual units 
of study from our classrooms, we will 
show you how to implement writing or 
reading laps in your classroom. 

 

Room:  114                                                             
Sarah Wilkins &  Ashleigh Armstrong 

Project LIT  

Improving literacy attitudes and           
outcomes by making culturally relevant 
diverse texts available to students, 
teachers, families, and the community at 
large, ONE book and ONE conversation 
at a time                                

                                                                             
Room:  130                                                       
Sarah Pritchett & Lyn Surgers 

Better as ONE: Resources for ALL 

Writing is a multi-layered experience 
and the right tools can make ALL the 
difference! Learn how to create a     
resource hub in your classroom using 
your writer’s notebook, mini anchor 
charts and more. 

                                                                       
Room:  132                                                             
Cailyn Dougherty 

New School Year Protocols: Better 
as ONE Cohesive Classroom         
Community 

Begin the year seamlessly by creating 
common classroom protocols, rules, 
CHAMPS, and behavior expectations to 
create a productive learning                
environment. 

Room:   134                                                          
Heather Riha 



 

 Session III  (10:30 – 11:25) 

Pearson’s myPerspectives: Online 
Training— ONE Location for all    
Resources 

This training is only for 7th & 8th grade 
teachers and is offered all three        
sessions— only one session is required. 
Learn how to utilize the online           
resources and how to navigate the 
teachers edition                                                      

Room:  122                                                             
Melissa Flinn                                    

Adobe Spark: Your ONE Stop Shop for 
Creating Digital  Products 

                                                                                      
Come learn how your students can use 
this FREE design tool to create stunning 
graphics, short videos, and web pages   
perfect for the ELA  classroom. 

                                                                                       

Room:   120                                                               
Charissa Scott 

Better as One When the Classroom 
is Anchored with Charts 

                                                                                          
In this session, learn how and why            
anchor charts are essential in our                   
classrooms  

                                                                                                                             

                                                                            
Room:  102                                                    
Dani Ramirez & Donna Goedken 

Revise Right Now: ONE daily                
practice not to be delayed 

                                                                                          
A daily practice in writing—not  a step 
at the end. 

 

                                                                            
Room:   104                                                               
Jennifer Stevens & Jennifer Lynch 

Hallelujah for Podcasts!:                                   
How Malcolm Gladwell Helps            
Reinforce the Writing Process 

Learn how music  and the creative        
process reinforce the importance of the 
writing process. 

                                                                           
Room:   105                                                                     
Jeff Murrin 

Book Clubs: “Better as ONE” Doesn’t 
Mean we All have to Read the Same 
Book 

Using book clubs in senior English                 
creates lasting positive literary                           
impressions. 

                                                                                   
Room:   112                                                                   
Brittany Scheers & Michelle Chandler 

Now Debate This! How to Help 
Struggling Writers with the                
Persuasive Essay ONE point at a 
time. 

                                                                                
Help students focus on persuasive 
writing with embedded grammar skills 

                                                                        
Room:   113                                                                 
Leigh Triestman 

Building a Writing Community: Using 
Laps to Scaffold and Master Content 

Using both 180 Days by Penny Kittle & 
Kelly Gallagher, along with actual units of 
study from our classrooms, we will show 
you how to implement writing or reading 
laps in your classroom. 

                                                                           
Room:   114                                                                
Sarah Wilkins & Ashleigh Armstrong 

Generating Student Interest—ONE 
book at a time 

Finding that “just right” book for each 
and every student, every time.   

 

                                                                                

                                                                 
Room:  130                                                                 
Lynn Owens 

Better as ONE: Resources for ALL 

Writing is a multi-layered experience 
and the right tools can make ALL the                 
difference! Learn how to create a        
resource hub in your classroom using 
your writer’s notebook, mini anchor 
charts and more. 

                                                                          
Room:   132                                                                   
Cailyn Dougherty 

Putting the new Junior High TEKS Into 
Play—ONE skill  after another 

Learn how the new TEKS in 7th and 8th 
grade require constant integration—ONE 
elaborate game plan. 

                                                                                  

                                                               
Room:     133                                                             
Kathleen Brown & Danielle Fairhurst 

New School Year Protocols: Better 
as ONE Cohesive Classroom         
Community 

Begin the year seamlessly by creating 
common classroom protocols, rules, 
CHAMPS, and behavior expectations to 
create a productive learning                
environment. 

Room:   134                                                          
Heather Riha 



 

 

Many thanks to Irons Junior High School 

administration and staff  for their cooperation and 

support in making this staff  development day a huge 

success. We could not have done this without a great 

team effort! 

THANK YOU 


